
A
nt	A

natom
y	

A
N

TEN
N

A
-	used	to	

com
m

unicate	through	
touch	and	sm

ell,	and	to	
help	the	ant	find	their	
w

ay	around	

H
EA
D
		

LEG
S	–	6	jointed	legs;	

used	to	m
ove	around,	

feel	vibration	and	clean	

Sending	signals-	A
nts	

w
iggle	their	abdom

ens	
to	m

ake	vibrations	that	
other	ants	w

ill	feel.	

TH
O
RA
X	

EXO
SKELETO

N
	–	ants	have	a	hard	protective	

covering	on	the	outside	of	their	body.	

Be	observant	–	Watch	the	ants.	
Where	do	they	go?	What	do	they	do?	
Why	do	you	think	they	do	that?		
	
Draw	what	you	see:	

Scent	glands-	
A

nts	em
it	

chem
icals	from

	
their	bodies	as	
a	w

ay	of	
com

m
unicating		

M
A

N
D

IBLE-	m
oving	

parts	near	the	m
outh	

used	to	grab,	carry,		
and	tear	food	

Discovery	Camps,	field	trips	&	
STEAM	Second	Saturdays.		
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Cleaning	tools	–		A
nts	

use	the	bristles	on	their		
legs	to	groom

	their	
antennae	and	bodies.	



	
	

	
Ant	Lifecycle	

I	saw	ants	
!	Waggling	antennae  !	Walking	around 
!	Feeding	each	other	 	 !	Cleaning		

!	Moving	eggs	or	pupae	 	 !	Eating	

!	Other	_________________________________________	

_________________________________________________	

I	was	surprised	by	__________________________________	

_________________________________________________	

This	seemed	most	important	__________________________	

_________________________________________________	

(Watch	out	for	the	antics	of	errant	ants,	
whose	behavior	is	antithetical	to	the	others)	
	
	

When	a	scientist	makes	a	guess	based	on	observations,	it’s	
called	a	hypothesis.	Based	on	what	you	have	observed,	can	
you	anticipate	what	the	ants	will	do	next?	

Ants	start	as	eggs	laid	by	a	queen.	Those	eggs	grow	into	larvae	and	
then	become	pupae.	Most	of	the	pupa	come	out	of	their	cocoons	
as	female	workers,	but	a	few	will	be	males	or	new	queens.	

You	may	find	yourself	comparing	ants	to	people.	
This	is	called	anthropomorphizing.		
How	are	ants	like	people?	How	are	they	different?	

WORD	GAME:	The	word	“ant”	shows	up	inside	many	other	words.	
Circle	every	word	in	this	booklet	containing	“ant”	
Can	you	think	of	other	“ant”	words?	

Which	ants	do	you	see?	
How	many?	
What	are	they	doing?	
Which	ant	is	gigantic	
compared	to	the	others?	
	

Queens	lose	their	wings.		
Can	you	spot	the	remnant		
of	the	wings	on	the	queen	
in	the	colony?	
	

What	do	the	larvae	want?	
	


